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Introduction

In 1982, when the Charter of Rights and Freedonssfinalized by the Government of
Canada, every Canadian citizen was given fundarheghas: freedom of conscience and
religion: freedom of peaceful assembly, freedorassociation, and freedom of thought, belief,
and opinion, which also included freedom of thesprgCanadian, par. 2). This particular
freedom was recognized by the Canadian media tade@ forum for debate in the public
sphere, and thus, develop a certain democratitaeship between the press and public — a
luxury that only free countries like Canada aresdablexperience. A couple years earlier,
halfway across the world, Communist China undervee@ultural Revolution in revolt against
their leader, Mao Zedong, his wife Jiang Qing areldrmy that Zedong developed to purge
Chinese society of bourgeois influence. As stateBBC’s special report on this revolution, the
revolt was successful in 1977, resulting in thestrof the Gang of Four, China’s most dominant
power aside from Mao, and beginning an era wheayealization has caused western societies to
influence China greatly. (“China’s Communist”) Wite suppression of the arts, Zedong also
strengthened the press regulations that were idsngdoefore his reign, stating that the press
was to be used as a government tool, utilizing éxecute the Chinese Communist Party’'s
mandates and beliefs.

Controlled media — as instituted by Zedong duriisgtime in office through
development of government-owned propaganda newscagge— is still present today. These
new agencies have sparked critical studies oratsagjeffects. On the news front, one may
wonder how it is possible for China to continue@ieng communist control over its media
outlets, while foreign media in China continue$uaction as a gateway to information for its

readership overseas. The first signs of foreignian@gre present as early as 1841, when Britain
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took over Hong Kong and extraterritorial rights weleveloped for British media in five Chinese
ports: Shanghai, Canton, Amoy, Foochow and Nin@yol842, English language newspapers
were already available to foreigners and local ieealnd the struggle of foreign press adapting
to local regulations. (Desmond 282-284)

But the divide between Western and Eastern policaaes back to long before Zedong
came into power. Press suppression was evidentdeuarg the Opium Wars between Britain
and China in 1899. When an anti-foreign sentimenttbped in China through the 1 Ho Ch’'uan
League (translated to “Fists of Righteous Harmamryas it was nicknamed, “Boxer”), an
uprising occurred amongst foreigners and Chinesestns, for which the sentiment was
targeted towards. The Boxer Rebellion became otleedtargest uprisings in Chinese history,
with over 200 foreigners and tens of thousandsgtiarnis killed, and eight democratic nations —
including the United States and France — sent gtosettle the riots. Foreign press arrived from
the Philippines to cover this event, despite masyrictions that prevented them from filing their
stories (i.e. lack of technology and having to §iteries by way of the Great Northern Telegraph
line across Siberia) (Desmond 416-419). Thereatftdrlater strengthened by Zedong,
government policies did not allow the media to @lbhnything negative about the Chinese
government and to this day, there have been aceafifbreign press being detained for not
abiding by these regulations. According to Repsrt@thout Borders (or Reporters sans
Frontiéres), at least 32 reporters, local and dpreaiike, have been detained throughout the
country as of January 1, 2006. (China)

And now with technological developments to consi@esrChina now has the most

heavily regulated Internet policies in the worldhgre obstacles have been created in the
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development of foreign news; thus beginning oudgtn how modern foreign journalism is a

function within a modern post-revolution commurastuntry.

History of Press Regulation in China

There is no question that the press in China id asea platform for political opinion,
controlled heavily by the government with severasamuences to those who revolt against its
methods. In a study done by Douglas Van Belle D02@ress freedom was categorized
according to one essential element: power and @bintrm the government. Essentially, the least
involvement from the government constituted thespias “free”, while more rigorous attempts
of controlling the media increased its level ofgzreegulation. Van Belle outlined the levels in

his book, Press Freedom and Global Politicam nonexistent or limited press (0), to a

controlled, heavily-censored press (4) (Van Be8g 4

By following Van Belle’s classification, this meatigat China is of Level 4, or one of the
most controlled states in terms of press freedoatioNs like Canada and the United States are
considered to be “free” from government influen€eee press and leadership were considered to
be interlinked during Van Belle’s study, displayitig difference of power in “free” states as
opposed to “restricted” states like China. “In fpgess countries, leadership control of the news
media content is indirect, accomplished by domntathe sources through the provision of
information that captures news media coverage.) (82

But in order to fully understand the differencesaen North American (“free”) and
Chinese (“restricted”) journalism policies, we miistt look at the Chinese’s long and complex
history concerning press freedoms. The press beghfly transform into a government power

(as opposed to a democratic gateway of informdtoits people), when Yuan Shik-kai
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announced himself as emperor in 1895. At this tiine press revolted, thus forcing Shik-kai to
develop the Press Law of 1914. Five hundred newespapere shut down, except for the few
that were willing to abide by Shik-kai’'s rules, gapt his reign, and as a result, publish his
thoughts. By the time Mao Zedong came into power press was fully suppressed and owned
by the government. Zedong followed strict Marxigrinist reform, and was determined to
regulate the country under what was called, “Madafygy Thought”, a meld of former rigorous
Marxist-Leninism and his own ideas of oppressios wkitten by Edward Steinfeld for Harvard
Magazine, the Great Helmsman (as he was nicknacaeded several millions of people to
reform, psychologically and physically, accordiogMao Zedong Thought, as part of the great
Communist movement. His influence affected manetgpof authority in local communities:
schools in which authoritative teachers were engdoyhouseholds where parents were taught to
discipline their children in accordance to Mao Zegl@hought and so forth. (Steinfeld, par. 1)
With this came the renunciation of all the artg] arnth that began the restrictions of press
freedoms as well. In Zedong’s infamous speech duhe 1942 Forum of Literature and the Arts
in Yenan, he hints at the role of the press a®kfdo the government, as “press” was considered
to be part of “art”:

In the world today all culture, all literature aad belong to definite classes and are

geared to definite political lines. There is nolstlung as art for art’s sake, art that stands

about classes or art that is detached from oupei@ent of politics. Proletarian

literature and art are part of the whole proletarvolutionary machine. Therefore,

Party work in literature or art occupies a defiratel assigned position in Party

revolutionary work as a whole and is subordinatethé revolutionary tasks set by the

Party in a given revolutionary period. (Kuo-Sin 19)
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Other parts of China, like Taiwan and Hong Kongydreadopting their own methods of
press control, but were more geared towards theewestyle of news production. The
Taiwanese government, for example, drafted theiCks of Faith”, much like the code of ethics
drafted for the Canadian journalists. One may wohadev it was possible for Taiwan or Hong
Kong to divert from the path that Mainland Chinaswanturing upon, but the answer was quite
simple: democracy. Democracy is evident in botiwa&aiand Hong Kong, as they function
much like North American systems. In particulateaHong Kong returned back to Chinese rule
from being a British colony, the relationship beémeChina and Hong Kong returned to it's
original “one country, two systems” method. (“Press par. 4) Taiwan, on the other hand, was
under Martial Law for 38 years, before it was liftend freedom of speech and political
expression was repealed. The formation of the DeaticdPolitical Party (DPP) on the island
turned around the entire press regulation systédenjocracy”, par. 2) To this day, Taiwan
President Chen Shui-bian defends this freedome asates that press freedom contributes to his

plans for full constitutional reform. (Tai-lin, pad)

Major Media Players. Then and Now

During the time of Mao Zedong’s reign Xinhua (ornviN€hina) News Agency, one of the
largest agencies in the country and the only onkeeatime in Beijing, began to open its doors.
Xinhua not only was the headquarters in news pria@iucbut it was also China’s well-oiled
propaganda machine, extremely well monitored anticieus of the pieces that its journalists
produced. Mao Zedong had issued very simple, &t severe rules for Xinhua to abide by. His
classification of the “Three Worlds” explained htwe viewed the world according to power.

The First World consisted of the then-USSR andihi#ed States of America. The Second
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World was classified as Europe and Japan, genearalljral nations with the potential of fighting
against First World powers, but relatively peacerpoting. Zedong classified the Third World
as the developing world, consisting of countries thiould fight against the First World without
guestion. (Richstag 301) Xinhua was therefore Hagsla for a developing country like China to
execute the latter, by printing stories that geaoedards the demise of bourgeois states, and
celebrated the development of Third World countriesveeklong study done by Richstag
showed that all foreign articles focused on thetéthBtates, Europe and the USSR, expressing
how these countries were dwindling economicallgjadty and otherwise, while all articles
focused on the prosperity and development of CHB@0) Xinhua has been the focus of many
studies regarding news production, often confufangigners who do not understand the extent
of the Chinese government’s influence on the pressut things in perspective, Jorg-Meinhard
Rudolph conducted a study in 1984 on the Referdlawes, a Xinhua-produced internal
publication. This publication was only availableni@mbers of the Chinese Communist Party,
intellectuals, and academics. It was also the maktly read newspaper in the country, reaching
a readership of three million people annually. Wkamportant to note is that the publication is
also heavy in foreign news; and yet government pasvgtill sustained through its journalists,
by regulating their methods in acquiring the foreigews, and how they must translate it for the
Chinese readership:
The clue to the question is that foreigners do leeess to the original sources of the
reprints and are thus able to compare the tramslatesions with the originals. The
Chinese Reference News subscribers, the peoplehiom this newspaper is being
published, however, will hardly ever have the opaity to compare the Chinese

reprints with the Japanese, English, French, Ger@panish, Hindi, etc. originals. (12)
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After Xinhua’s development into a well-oiled statachine, several other news sources
began surfacing and becoming available to the pubdith foreign and local. China Daily, now
the leading English newspaper in the country, veaabdished in 1981, with a daily circulation of
over 200,000 (“About”, par. 1). This newspaper lmeean integral connection between the
Chinese Communist Party counterpart, People’s Daihych is more geared towards state and
political news. In fact, China Daily and People’aily constantly borrow news from each other,
blurring the lines between what is state-ownedwahdt is independently produced by local
news media. People’s Daily established in 1948 loefore China Daily, with a daily
circulation of over 3 million, a far greater reast@p and undoubted greater impact on the
Chinese population. Moreover, People’s Daily h&haese version, which is more accessible
for Chinese locals who cannot read English. ChiadyDconveniently, has no such version.
Amongst these major media players — which madeatgr impact on the Chinese long before
foreign media began to significantly take placéeré is also China.org, an online news source
similar to China Daily, and CCTV (China Central &ékion), China’s largest broadcast

television news network, functioning similarly ttN®, though also state-owned.

Coverage Major Media Events. Chinavs. North America

By looking at the consequences of Chinese cengbastd press suppression, we can
begin to understand the vast difference betweeprgovent-regulated journalism and
democratic journalism by foreign counterparts.

Many major media events as the Cultural Revoluiegan to unfold in the mid-to-late
1900s. A sense of uprising was brewing behind diak®rs, as government regimes rose higher

into power and policies became more rigorous. Tdakf this uprising was marked by the
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Tiananmen Massacre of 1989, when several hundvéd@ues — most of which were students —
were killed after refusing to step down from protesess the government abided by their
demands for democratic reform. The New York Timggsorted over 300 deaths the day after the
massacre, predicting the toll rising rapidly asetiwent on (Kristof Al). With the chaos that
ensued during that time, many correspondents veeedfwith danger, since those who
supported cultural reform were severely punishetiraast foreign correspondents hailed from
democratic nations.

Jan Wong, a former Beijing correspondent for TaotnGlobe and Mail, based her

novel, Red China Blues: My Long March from Mao towy on her experiences as a

correspondent, and more specifically, as a Chilgzs®dian self-proclaimed former Maoist.

The pinnacle of her time in China was reflectethmhardships she faced during the massacre.

Her accounts took a hard look at the life of theiign correspondent in Communist China:
Some foreign correspondents, especially thoseahitdren, had already left for Hong
Kong or Tokyo... Troops had beaten up several i&gtav crews and smashed their
equipment on the night of the massacre. At onetptiay blindfolded a Reuters
correspondent and threatened to kill him... ‘Whrettuidd | do?’ | asked Norman, all but
wringing my hands. ‘Well, if | were a housewifed I§o to Hong Kong,’ he said dryly.
‘But if | were a journalist, you couldn’t pry me pof here.” He was right. | calmed down
and never thought about leaving again. (268)

Even when Wong'’s book published close to 10 yesies |when the country already began

culturally reforming itself to a more democratiatgt, the book was banned from entering the

country. This was a result of the never-changiniglipbing and information disclosure policies

that the Communist country kept on foreign mediaoears later, Wong returned to China,
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this time as a foreign citizen, and wrote aboutehgreriences in her follow-up book, Jan Wong'’s

Ching which coincided with the country’s fiftieth bidhy. That book was subsequently banned
as well (Jan, par. 4).

But as we are now in a new millennium, without phesence of Mao Zedong, foreign
journalists now also have to struggle with a paxadgress regulations. When Zedong passed in
1976, many Marxist-Leninist laws were slowly dinsineéd and replaced with more democratic
policies. Deng Xiaoping, Zedong’s predecessor Istilleved that press and publishing was to
execute and support the CCP’s work in reformingcthentry (Ran, par. 3). But at the same time,
other previously banned acts were becoming moeedtdd, causing confusion between what
was permitted and not permitted amongst journalixis example, close to 10 years after the
incidents at Tiananmen Square, another major medident took place. Deng Xiaoping
permitted choice of religion, which suddenly opepedsibilities for Muslims, Catholics, Jews,
and so forth, instead of restricting the ChinestinéoMarxist-Leninist ideology that Zedong
created (Chen 16-17). Li Hongzhi, a former trumglayer and a generally regular citizen, began
a meditation movement called Falun Gong, a comioinadf traditional Chinese thought,
Buddhist and Taoist practices and physical bregtaiercises. (17) This movement hit the
country by storm, and its followers grew into thilions, many of whom were Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) members. Soon the governbreggdn feeling threatened by the
strength in numbers of the entire movement, eslheaitier realizing that it had penetrated into
the upper ranks of authority. (“Chinese Media”,.pgrThe government subsequently banned the
practice of Falun Gong, and arrested Li Hongzhitlinee other Falun Gong leaders.

The media that followed this event were also risang severe propaganda was evident. The

government began using the Chinese news medi&oad t® suppress the movement,
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condemning its influence over the Chinese popuiatmd reporting suicides and cultish
behaviour as a result. Meanwhile, international im&cere condemning the government itself
for its methods of handling the situation. On A@@l, 1999, the National Post of Toronto
reported some 15,000 Falun Gong followers protest€thina’s capital. Though the Post, like
many other publications, described Falun Gong‘asedglitation cult”, the article managed to
report from several different angles of debate -atvdemocratic journalism is supposed to
achieve, according to the Canadian Associatiomofnhlists’ mandate on diversity (“Canadian
Association”, par. 4). Not only did it claim thaalen Gong as a cult with its followers
staggering in numbers, but it also casted goverhwi@nials in a harsh light, stating that
officials are meeting in private to discuss diff@rpropagandist methods to stifle the movement
from increasing in size. (Goodspeed A13) At theeséime, any news publication in China that
dared to publish a positive or even neutral outlonkalun Gong was immediately banned from
ever practicing journalism again. Xinhua News Agepablished an average of 15-20 articles a
day about the negative repercussions of Falun Gsimagtly after it was labelled as a cult.
Moreover, in contact with international press, Xialevaded topics relating to human rights and
compared the Chinese news media on par with médiamocratic nations. They claimed that
“China is doing the same thing as the US governrdiehto the Davidian group, Japan did to
Aum Shinriko, and European countries did to theaGdemple.” (Chen 29) This caused Falun
Gong followers to create underground movementssesently using international publications
as its own mouthpiece and taking the movementgiolaal scale. In Vancouver, an anti-
communist Chinese newspaper, World Journal, rastar&ay special section on Falun Gong
and its practices. (Zhao 216) Also, a New York-basalun Gong Information Center was

established in 1999 with an international presgefind a staff of individuals that acted as the
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movement’s spokespersons. (217) Danny Schechbeman rights activist and graduate of
Columbia University’s School of Journalism, reldys accounts on Falun Gong at the time it

was occurring in his book, Falun Gong’s Challerm€hina: Spiritual Practice of ‘Evil Cult'?

At first, the national leadership did nothing amaddseven less, but in some regions, local

leaders began to harass practitioners, who repbeeitg their phones tapped and being

followed. ‘Inscrutable,’ | joked to myself abouttinational leadership’s initial silence,

but hey, the Chinese government often functiomaysterious ways. (II)
Through this account, it is evident that North Alm@mews media merely treats Falun Gong as
another religious movement, much like Scientologthe Jewish sect of Kabala and managed to
keep a neutral view of its effect on modern society

Another major media event that changed the worlae/s of Chinese press was the
attempted cover-up of the SARS (Severe Acute Ratgpy Syndrome) outbreak, reported to
originate in the Guangdong province. The local preas prevented from reporting accounts of
the epidemic in 2003, mainly due to the governnigidience on the press and its attempt to
maintain a positive image on the country. Howewdren the disease began traveling overseas,
appearing first in Toronto and later spreadingttepregions, it was then traced back to China,
thus spawning a great deal of criticism on the ¢gtgsilence. Ernest Zhang and Kenneth
Fleming analyzed the execution of these reportsw@iana was found to be at the origin of the
disease in a study printed in the Asian Journ&ahmunication. It was not until the World
Health Organization (WHO) visited Beijing in June26003 when they confirmed that the
disease originated in the country, even thougHitsiecase of SARS occurred a year before, in
November of 2002. The Chinese government had kieptt sbout the disease for a whole year,

claiming in initial reports that the deaths were doi the bird flu instead. While Zhang and
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Fleming are still unsure of why the government rne@a silent for such a lengthy period of
time, they agree that censorship restrictions definplayed a role: “In deciding what and how
to cover an important health issue, the influerfceesvs medium under censorship is usually
limited and, to a large extent, can be manipulaétethe government. It is thus hoped that
research, using quantitative analysis, will adduounderstanding of the institutional
relationship between a censored news medium agowsrnment.” (321)

Reports of local newspaper publications shut-dospmead across the country, including
independent publications like the Nan Fang Metnb@olNews, whose editor was fired and
doors were closed following an article that contdl government reports stating that the
disease was under control (Zietlin, par. 16).

Meanwhile, overseas, Canada was becoming one tiighgest victims of the SARS
outbreak, averaging a total of nine deaths by Apr2003 (“China’s SARS”, par. 4). Local
Canadian media, along with correspondents repob@alx from Chinese locations, were
managing to get real facts on the death statidbasiel Drache and Seth Feldman of York
University in Toronto managed to conduct an extenstudy on Canadian news coverage on the
SARS epidemic, analysing more than 2300 newspapelea that was produced during that
time. It stated that even during the WHO advisarg aavestigation, Canadian media still
managed to devote 37% of its health news to theSSédse, a significant increase from any
amount that was produced by Chinese news media %A% broke out one year before
(Drache 3).

Although some Chinese news media claim that Wegb@nmalists framed the SARS
outbreak to be a bigger debacle than it really icagign correspondents stationed in China

were experiencing the outbreak first hand, andigealya more realistic account of what was
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really occurring. John Pomfret, a Washington Postaspondent stationed in Beijing (one of the
major cities affected by SARS) reported a coupleti® after the disease’s origin was
confirmed: “As Hanoi, Singapore, Hong Kong and Taoobattled outbreaks, and infected
people started showing up in other parts of Asth@sross Europe and North America, it
became clear that the biggest falling in the respda SARS was China’s secrecy about the
outbreakThe cover-up robbed the world of at least threethmduring which public health
measures could have snuffed out the disease sotltbern province where it emerged in
November.” (Zietlin, par. 5-6)

Guo Ke, deputy dean of Journalism and CommunicatarShanghai International
Studies University hopes that the SARS case, amangsy others, would serve as a wake-up
call for Chinese news media: “...media ought toagmore independent and be ready to criticize
government officials, when it's necessary. Gives @hinese media’s experience with the SARS
crisis, it is reasonable to expect that more aggresnvestigative reporting for public
emergencies will exist in the future.” (Yu, par) However, the question still remains as to
whether foreign news media and Chinese media wililtle to act symbiotically to achieve these

goals, or whether heightened press suppressioriveoeate a greater divide between the two.

The Function of the M odern Correspondent

Naturally, the main challenge in regards to a fpreorrespondent stationed in China is
to be able to produce unbiased news, without disrggChina’s own news policies and/or
getting detained by Chinese authorities. This gtesia huge risk for correspondents, as they
must assess their news coverage on a daily basrsndy focusing on the sources available to

them. The correspondent is also faced with theasmmslism factor: what are the repercussions
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of reporting a sensational piece of news if it sdlsé country in a bad light? According to
Reporters without Borders, there have been countlases of journalists being arrested for
reporting “inappropriate” content or state secrtsst recently, a contributor to the New York
Times has been scheduled to trial for disclosirdhsecrets (“China: Annual”, par. 3). In other
reports, at least 16 foreign journalists have lsessted while merely investigating sensitive
issues. (Par. 5) The risks are undeniably evidemt,yet, how do correspondents cope?
Reporters without Borders has reported countlesasians of reporters being detained, which is
not unlike the reported detainments currently ogogrin the Irag War. However, over time the
restrictions against foreign media have becomdtdjignore lax in terms of allowing
information to be sent overseas. Goran Leijonhufeung of the first correspondents in Beijing,
lived in foreign quarters where only special acegas granted, and was restricted to the number
of local dailies he used to acquire his news. Helas foreign colleagues would rely on each
other as sources, while still managing to maingagteady flow of quality information for his
publication,Dagens Nyheter. At this time, the government stressed their hiib take action if
needed: “The Chinese government still had a nurabegstrictions on correspondent
movements in force on paper, although they didseein to be applied — except perhaps when an
excuse was needed for expelling someone.” (Harti&ly

The dissemination of news in China has come a\agsince the Cultural Revolution,
as stated by ABC, one of Australia’s leading neganaies. ABC began reporting news from
China some 30 years ago and has since createdsaboegau in Hong Kong. Currently they
have employed over 25 correspondents and cameaoayseis cover Chinese news. However,

before opening their first news bureau, video rbal$ to be sealed in wooden boxes before
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being sent by China Post back to Australia (“Chtha?”, par. 3). This type of secrecy was not
uncommon, as the government had strict policieshagthe dissemination of news.

Now, it is possible to function far more normally @ correspondent than of foreigner constantly
monitored by the government. Of course, there aeynoccasions in which foreign
correspondents find themselves in a more diffipokition than correspondents of other
locations. According to Rowan Callick of the Audtia, China “lacks the ‘set pieces’ that form
the focus of much media coverage elsewhere: companyal meetings, parliament sittings,
court hearings, press conferences. So we tendeti@te as foreign correspondents, within our
own separate orbits, taking soundings, trying toaggense of what'’s going on...” (Callick, par.
15)

While this is not exactly unheard of in today’slne®f foreign correspondence, the
correspondent does have a little bit more freedmneport in the democratic methods that they
have been trained in, within certain conditionsJuy of 2005, there were altogether 245 foreign
news agencies in China, with 425 correspondents #4 countries operating out of the country
(“Forward”, par. 1). Currently, foreign correspontieare still under a watchful eye by the
government, as they must apply for a press caredeve accreditation in China. In order to
receive a press card, correspondents must filanwpplication stating the specific news
network in which they are reporting for, along witle corresponding details of their work in
China (“Press”, par. 3). Correspondents are nahied to be based in any other location
besides the major cities in China: Beijing, Shamgbhongging, Guangzhou and Shenzhen.
(Par. 1) All foreign correspondents must also repathin the scope of the stated purpose that
they submitted in their application (“Reporting’arp 3). Moreover, the government has several

ways of punishing reporters for misconduct, as @noby several accounts of arrests and
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detainment by both local and foreign media. Acaogdb the Council of Foreign Relations, the
most common method of exerting restriction on fpnaieporters is to simply dismiss or demote
the correspondent’s position. Other methods incligg, fines, shutting down news outlets and,
as the most severe, imprisonment. (Zissis, paf)6-1

In Beijing, there is currently “foreign diplomat apments”, which is essentially an
enclosed, gated security operated complex in wimiokt foreign correspondents in the city have
offices. There are only three registered news ageriom Canada at this present time: The
Globe and Mail, CBC and CTV. From the United Stabhese are a reported 33 agencies. Most
of these organizations are listed as being stadienthin these foreign diplomat apartments
("USA”", “Canada”). As well, due to constant casédocal media cooperating with foreign
media in disclosing top-secret news, the foreigrothat apartments are therefore strictly
reserved for foreigners only.

Foreign correspondents day-to-day activities cag wath each bureau. However,
according to current correspondents from accreditgdnizations such as the Associated Press
and the South China Morning Post (based in HonggiKkareporters usually begin their day by
researching current local news. From these souttteseporters then attempt to speak to as
many local citizens, and even local reportersrideoto generate a scope of the events. This
way, foreign correspondents are able to create ol conclusions of current events in China,
rather than solely depending on government-coetlallews reports.

After the story has been completed, there is ddsassue of filing these reports back to
their home countries where it would be publishadafo international readership. The Associated
Press requires an external route, by way of Honggiko order to file its reports back to the

United States, as a direct method is monitorechbygbvernment. Some can say that this is
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merely advancement to the method used decadesvhga:correspondents filed their stories
from China and Vietnam via Morse code. (Knight @we¢ver, there is no definitive method for
correspondents to function properly as truthfubmgrs; while some reporters claim that they
file their stories via e-mail and the Internet ean, par. 14), others claim that the method is too
dangerous, as there between 30,000 to 50,000 goeetrstaff monitoring the flow of net

information. (Zissis, par. 15)

The Future

With the advancements of technology, the futugganising for the correspondent,
although this also means that it opens up an gntiev realm of regulations embedded by the
Chinese government. The government is now takiagfpropriate measures to also regulate
the Internet. Dubbed “the Great Firewall”, the gowveent has restricted the public from
accessing certain websites on a global level, qdatily westernized websites that, on our level,
are deemed relatively harmless. TheGreatFirewglia website that allows users of different
countries to search personal and corporate dont@masee if they have been banned in China.
According to TheGreatFirewall.org, such popular sies as Facebook and YouTube that have
changed the scope of virtual networking in the ehiStates, Canada and Europe have limited
access in China. Moreover, the recent Taiwanesb@eake that occurred in December 2006
severed several web interactions between thosaiwah, Hong Kong and Mainland China, thus
making it even more convoluted for users to una@aiexactly what content is being monitored
(Williams, par. 3). This could present a problemftareign journalists, particularly those who
are used to the convenience of this interactiveimedo convey their information.

Correspondents now have that extra barrier to ovee¢ more so since other forms of
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communication (i.e. fax machines) are more expasedeasier to monitor than that of electronic
mail. In a report from the BBC, China is consideos@ of the “most active net censors”, and has
created a “sanitized” version of the internet fsrli30 million users daily. As a result, even
popular news sites are restricted, thus forbiddisgyrs in China to view worldly broadcasted
news that may or may not contradict the governncentrolled material that is produced within
the country. Also, on June 30 of last year, akinet users in China were required to register
with the Chinese government or otherwise face siwatgl especially in relation to blog owners.
Moreover, the words “freedom” and “democracy” aosvrbeing censored off popular
worldwide programs such as MSN Live Spaces (Glas®t,2). Reporters without Borders has
reported over 62 “bloggers” (essentially, web die) being detained for things they have posted
freely on the net, eradicating yet another freedloah North Americans have. This also
eliminates the possibility — or increases the riglhest — of having news blogs, something that
the Washington Post, New York Times and other i@patnews sources have maintained on
their interactive sites.

Upon further study, even more disturbing informat@mmes to light. Although Xinhua
News Agency is known around the world for being liggest propaganda tool for the Chinese
government, it has made a significant mark in élastern journalism, appearing on such
reputable search engines as Google News. Its mfien a global scale is evident, flourishing
into an international source for news, and stiiyiding and maintaining material for all major
media outlets in China (at least 306 radio stafi@69 TV stations, 2119 newspapers and 9038
periodicals). Further, Chinese news outlets are mmnuiting journalists at a young age,
primarily targeting students with minimal experieneusually those who are part of the Chinese

Communist Party Youth Leagues — and training thecoming to their own journalistic
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principles. This influence may claim superiorityeo¥oreign correspondents that are trying to
report news from a different scope (Battistella)2-3

Perhaps the Chinese government simply refusesrtigipate in any Western
technological trend without having complete conabits information flow. Reports have
surfaced of a possible expansion of MySpace (angibwerful and popular networking tool
among North Americans) into the country, which Wil appropriately dubbed as MySpace
China. However, the question still remains as to will be behind this agreement, and more
importantly, how the content will be controlled.

Ambiguity also revolves around the coverage of2kging Olympics, slated to occur in
2008. Although construction and interactions withes countries are beginning to form,
guestions arise regarding the press policies beatjpvernment may have on all foreign
journalists entering the country for the event.e8alymedia reports from China Daily claim that
the government will be more lenient on correspotgldaring the Games, and that there will be
a “special policy” only applicable to the Gamesration. However, different media reports
between local news and foreign news have confusegublic of how exactly Olympic coverage
will be regulated. According to a report postedioa official China Embassy for the United
States website, it says that reporters will beesttas clients, rather than being managed (“China
Gov'ts”, par. 2). A spokesperson from the offidgiZllinese cabinet also stated that a “reporters’
assistance project” will be implemented, at leastHeijing, to aid reporters and help them
produce timely and accurate news (Par. 5). Anatfigort posted on the People’s Daily website
states that Beijing “vows” to have quality mediavéges and that no restrictions will be placed
on broadcasting Olympic material, as it has beea @f press restrictions in past Olympic

Games (“Quality”, par. 7). While this informatioragnbe true, the South China Morning Post,
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Hong Kong’s premier daily newspaper, reported afsasystem that Beijing will also be
implementing, once again putting foreign media aiglater leash than other host countries have
in the past. The system indicates that each medietdas 12 points at the beginning of the
Games, and is subject to closure if all pointsdgetucted (Huang, par. 2). So, as much as China
has tried to keep up on a global scale, it is gafay that its elements of communist control is
still evident even in the most globalized of events

There is no definitive conclusion as to what the faf the foreign journalist will be,
especially since the relationship between Chinathedest of the world is dependent on
constantly changing factors (economy, globalizat&in.). One could hope that eventually
China’s control over foreign press will finally lmeoe par with the democratic system; however,
even by analysing the cat-and-mouse affair reggr@iympic press regulations and new media
restrictions, it is hard to predict a vast improesm So long as the foreign journalist continues
to utilize all resources and look for loopholeshintthe system to provide quality, truthful news,
then it is our responsibility as the readershipdek out what is credible, and strive to become a

fully informed public sphere.
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